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Medford's Messenger 
ublication of 

ureau of Land Management 
edford District Office Spring 2010 

Dear Public Land User: 

The purpose of the Medford’s Messenger is to keep you informed of ongoing and proposed 
activities on the Medford District. It contains listings of projects, by resource area, that have been 
completed recently and identifies newly proposed projects. More importantly, we are seeking 
ideas and comments from those who may be affected by our multiple-use management programs. 

Your comments, opinions, and suggestions are appreciated and very important to us. They 
help us make informed decisions, sound land management actions and implement better projects. 
Our intent is to increase the public’s awareness of BLM issues, activities and opportunities. 

This planning update has been organized to give you a brief description of activities 
occurring in several programs, as well as descriptions of new projects being considered by the 
district. Additional information can be obtained from the people listed in the descriptions. These 
contact people are familiar with their projects and are able to answer questions and provide more 
details on the projects. They are interested in receiving information you wish to share concerning 
any of the projects or project areas. 

Special Notice: To better conserve resources and begin transitioning to a new national 
BLM planning process, we have changed to electronic availability of the Medford Messenger.  
It will be available on a quarterly basis throughout the year at this website. http://www. 
blm.gov/or/districts/medford/plans/index.php A paper copy will be available at libraries 
in Medford and Grants Pass, and at the Medford District BLM Offices in Medford and 
Grants Pass. If you wish to receive a paper update, please confirm your address in written 
correspondence to our office (address below). 
Our practice is to make comments on projects available for public review, including names 

and home addresses of respondents. Unless you specifically request us to withhold your name 
and address, it will be made available to the public on request. 

http://www


 

 

  

  
  
  
  

We would appreciate any comments or suggestions you may have regarding this Planning 
Update including how it could be improved to make it more useful to you. 
Thank you for your continued interest in BLM’s management of your Public Lands. If you 

have any questions on information in this Planning Update, stop by the office or call us at 541-
618-2200. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy B. Reuwsaat 
Medford District Manager 
3040 Biddle Road 
Medford, Oregon 97504 



  

National Environmental Policy Act Analysis and Documentation 

The review of the environmental effects of a proposed management action can occur in any of 
four ways: categorical exclusions, administrative determinations, environmental assessments, or 
environmental impact statements. 

1.	 A categorical exclusion is used when it has been determined that some types of proposed 
activities do not individually or cumulatively have significant environmental effects and 
may be exempt from requirements to prepare an environmental analysis. Departmental 
policy and the Council of Environmental Quality regulations require that categorical 
actions be subjected to sufficient environmental review to determine whether any of the 
extraordinary circumstances apply. In addition, no public notice of a federal agency’s use 
of a categorical exclusion is required. 

Certain activities within the BLM’s forestry program have been categorically excluded 
from preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). The purpose of a categorical exclusion is to eliminate the need for 
unnecessary paperwork under NEPA. Specifically, Council of Environmental Quality 
(CEQ) regulations for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) at 40 CFR 1508.4 
state that: 

“Categorical exclusion’ means a category of actions which do not individually or 
cumulatively have a significant effect on the human environment and which have 
been found to have no such effect in procedures adopted by a Federal agency in 
implementation of these regulations (Sec.1507.3) and for which, therefore, neither an 
environmental assessment nor an environmental impact statement is required…. Any 
procedures under this section shall provide for extraordinary circumstances in which a 
normally excluded action may have a significant environmental effect.” 

In implementation of the NEPA regulations, the BLM has developed categorical 
exclusions for certain silvicultural activities, such as reforestation, pre-commercial 
treatments, brush control, sample tree falling, salvage, commercial thinning, and 
hazardous fuels reduction of limited acres. In developing categorical exclusions, the 
BLM demonstrated through rulemaking procedures how these actions do not typically 
result in significant environmental effects and set forth the methodology and criteria 
used to define the categories of actions. These rulemaking procedures included extensive 
public involvement and input, and CEQ review, regarding appropriate limits on the use of 
the categorical exclusion to assure that any categorically excluded action would remain 
within the effects of actions covered in the analysis for the rulemaking. 

As such, in deciding whether to proceed with such actions, the BLM will review their 
particular conditions to ensure that no extraordinary circumstances exist, as listed in 
the Department of the Interior’s NEPA Manual at 516 DM 2, Appendix 2, that would 
preclude the use of a categorical exclusion. The Medford District/Resource areas 
maintain on site NEPA registers that list on going actions, and seek information from the 



  

 

 

 

 

 

public as to whether extraordinary circumstances exist for any of these ongoing actions 
that are categorically excluded. An “extraordinary” circumstance is one that could have 
significant environmental effects beyond the “ordinary” circumstances already described 
and considered as applicable to the excluded actions in the rulemaking procedure. These 
categorically excluded actions, by regulation, do not require the documentation necessary 
for an EA or EIS. The public was also provided a formal opportunity to participate in 
the agency’s review and approval of these categorically excluded activities. Given this 
context, the BLM may choose to proceed with these actions as part of the ordinary 
course of business in managing forest land with the posting of a notice of decision on 
the District internet site. This notice would advise the public of the formal administrative 
review process for these individual actions available under 43 CFR 4.450. Depending 
on circumstances, however, the BLM may invoke, by publishing a notice in a local 
newspaper of record, the administrative review process under 43 CFR 5003 for certain 
individual forest management actions. Categorical exclusions posted on the website will 
have their individual administrative remedy process contained in the document. 

If you are interested in any of these types of actions, more information can be obtained 
from our website (www.blm.gov/or) or by contacting the Medford District office. We can 
give you information on current projects. 

2.	 An administrative determination is a determination by BLM that NEPA documentation 
previously prepared by the BLM fully covers a proposed action and no additional 
analysis is need. This procedure is often used in conjunction with a plan conformance 
determination. If an action is fully in conformance with actions specifically described 
in the RMP and analyzed in the RMP/FEIS, a plan conformance determination many 
be made and no additional analysis would be needed. A recent procedure now being 
implemented by the BLM is called a determination of NEPA adequacy (DNA) in which 
an action is examined in the light of existing NEPA documents to determine if NEPA 
requirements have been met. 

3.	 An environmental assessment (EA) is prepared to assess the effects of actions that 
are not exempt from NEPA, are not categorically excluded, and are not covered by an 
existing environmental document. An EA is prepared to determine if a proposed action or 
alternative will significantly affect the quality of the human environment. In an effort to 
save paper and printing costs environmental assessments will be available on our website 
for your review and comment. If you desire a paper copy please contact us and we will 
send you a copy by mail. 

4.		Major proposals the will significantly affect the environment and that have not been 
previously analyzed through and environmental impact statement (EIS) require that an 
EIS be prepared. 

www.blm.gov/or


Abbreviations and Definitions 

ACEC/RNA—Area of Critical Environmental Concern/Research Natural Area 

BO—Biological Opinion 

CE—Categorical Exclusion—Actions which do not have significant effects on the environment 
and for which an Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
is not required. 

EA – Environmental Assessment – A concise public document that briefly provides evidence 
and analysis of a proposed Federal action. It is used to determine whether further analysis needs 
to be done for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI). 

GFMA—General Forest Management Area 

IDT—Interdisciplinary Team—A group of resource specialists, whose participation is 
determined by the issues relating to the project proposal, and who conduct environmental 
analysis. 

LSR—Late-Successional Reserves—One of the seven Federal land designations set forth in the 
Northwest Forest Plan. These reserves will maintain a functional, interactive, late-successional 
and old-growth forest ecosystem. 

Matrix Lands—One of the seven Federal land designations set forth in the Northwest Forest 
Plan. Most timber harvest contributing to the Allowable Sale Quantity takes place in this area. 

MBF—thousand board feet. 

MMBF—million board feet 

NEPA—National Environmental Policy Act—A federal law which sets the systematic 
interdisciplinary analysis to achieve integrated consideration of physical, biological economic, 
and other sciences to provide for an informed decision. The process provides for public 
participation in the development, review, and revision of certain activities on Federal Lands. 

RMP—Resource Management Plan—A land use plan prepared by the BLM in accordance with 
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA). 

Scoping—An early and open part of environmental analysis that allows interested public 
and other Federal, state and local agencies the opportunity to provide issues, concerns and 
opportunities relative to proposed project actions. Scoping is required by regulation for 
Environmental Impact Statements. 
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